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Book of Acts

Session 8: The Gospel Goes to the Gentiles (Chapters 10-12)

I.
God So Loved the World:

The good news about Jesus had up until this point been reserved nearly entirely for Jews but it was always God’s intention that the invitation to know Him and be saved be extended to all men.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life (Jn. 3:16).”
A. The Great Transition in the Early Church:

Jesus waited to make this revelation widely known until after His resurrection and accession to Heaven.  This revelation and the ministry that would follow was to be the commission of the First Century Church.

B. A Controversial Invitation:

While this was always God’s intent, He had veiled this truth from His people throughout history.  This made the transition of expanding the invitation to covenant relationship to the Gentiles a very controversial thing that made waves in the Early Church. 

C. Read the Passage Aloud:
Before we start looking at the specific content in these chapters lets read through this passage first so we can familiar ourselves with where are at in the storyline.  Once the passage is fresh in our minds we can tie together the details more easily. 

II.
Cornelius and His Household:
The account of Peter and Cornelius is a well-known and very important moment in the development of the Church.  In this interaction God was plumblining the foundations of the New Testament expression of what it meant to be a follower of Jesus Christ.  Cornelius was a humble Gentile man of influence whom the Holy Spirit highlighted and called Peter to preach the message of Jesus to.
A. A God Fearing Gentile:

The Lord says that His eyes pane across the Earth looking to strengthen those whose hearts are fully devoted to Him (2Ch. 16:9); in Acts 10 God found such a man among the Gentiles in Caesarea.  Forever, this man, Cornelius, would be known as the man that God used as the beginning point where salvation came to the nations of the Earth.

“At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion…He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly…an angel of God, who came to him and said, “Cornelius!...Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering before God (Ac. 10:1-4).”

B. Peter’s Vision:
Because of how dramatic of a transition this was going to be in the way that the Kingdom of God operated the Holy Spirit put together quite an elaborate scene to make sure that everyone who heard about it would see the fingerprints of God all over it.  Here we see the Holy Spirit orchestrating another double vision where both parties had separate visions that led them to eachother.  There is such profound power in this type of prophetic communication that the Church will again need in order to navigate the coming difficulties.
“One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. He distinctly saw an angel of God (Ac. 10:3).”

“Peter told them…“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision (Ac. 11:4-5).”
C. Peter Preaches to Cornelius’ House:

After the Lord made it abundantly obvious to Peter what he was supposed to do he presented Jesus to this house full of God fearing Gentiles.

“Then Peter began to speak: “…God…accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right…announcing the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all…God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him…They killed him by hanging him on a cross, but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen (Ac. 10:34-40).”

D. Gentiles Filled with the Holy Spirit:

If there was any doubt leading up to this point that Peter was following the leading of Holy Spirit and that he was in fact supposed to preach salvation through Jesus to these Gentiles the Lord puts a giant exclamation mark on the event by baptizing 100% of those in attendance in the Holy Spirit.

“While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message.  The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles.  For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God (Ac. 10:44-46).”
III.
Giving an Account Before the Apostles:

Peter would have to explain his actions before the believing community in Jerusalem.  What Peter had just done was unthinkable to the Jews who had given their lives to Jesus because of the paradigm from which they came from and the longstanding instructions they had been given about how to interact with Gentiles.
A. Noise to Broad:
Rumors began to stir across the region about Gentiles also receiving the truth about Jesus.  The newly founded Church was experiencing many new things and undergoing changes, this was an unheard of idea but so were so many other things that were happening in their midst.  Once this had become commonly known, talk of it probably filled every believing house and it was the discussion of many mealtime gatherings.

“The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God (Ac. 11:1).”

B. Peter’s Actions Criticized:
Some immediately opposed Peter on the basis of following practices of the Law, which restricted a Jew from entering the home of unbelieving gentiles. 

“So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them (Ac. 11:2-3).”

C. Careful Explanation:

Peter, understood their objections, he himself had many of the same issues when the Lord first began to speak to him about it all.  So, with careful attention to the details he explained the whole story to them so that they might be given the same opportunity to journey this new and controversial concept just as he had been able to. 

“Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story (Ac. 11:4)”
D. They Had No Further Objections:

As the Lord had intended Peter’s explanation was sufficient to answer their concerns as it made the Holy Spirit’s involvement and purpose indisputable.

“When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life (Ac. 11:18).”

IV.
The Birth of the Church of Antioch:
Antioch went on to become the première missions outpost for the first century Church in the region.  But before it was a hub of activity in Israel it was a lost city like any other place where the name of Jesus has not yet come.  In this section we get to see how things began in this important part of the purposes of God in the Early Church.
A. The Message Comes to Antioch:

When the Word of God came to Antioch it was spoken to Jew as well as well as gentile and a large number of both became believers and thus this became the first blended Church plant. 

“Some of them…went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus.  The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord (Ac. 11:20-21).”

B. The Apostolic Counsel Comes to Investigate:

The apostles in Jerusalem sent those to investigate the work in Antioch (just as they had previously done for Samaria).  Their purpose was to connect with the believers, fill in the gaps of their understanding and establish lines of communication and leadership.

“News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch (Ac. 11:22).”

C. Barnabas and Saul Minister Together:

Barnabas and Saul became spiritual fathers in Antioch together over the Church there as they stayed with them for a year ministering everyday and raising up disciples.  It is notable that this is the context (sustained discipleship) in which believers were first called Christians.  The term indicates the emphasis on those whose lives are all about the Messiah and His teachings.

“Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch (Ac. 11:25-26).”

V.
Peter’s Escape From Prison:

Part of the reason that we are doing this study on the Book of Acts is to help those of us who have become overly familiar with the miraculous stories that are told here to have to stop and think about what we are reading.  Peter’s angel assisted escape from prison has numerous outstanding components to it not the least of which is that it was an angel that broke him out.
A. Herod’s Opposition to the Church:

All in a very short moment Herod stands up and violently opposes the Church; he arrested some, killed James and had Peter arrested and set for trial.  Here we see the first apostle martyred. 

“Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to persecute them.  He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword…he proceeded to seize Peter also (Ac. 12:1-3).”

B. The Church was Praying:

The only way that the Church knew how to operate and the very thing that the Holy Spirit wanted from the Church in order to rightly partner with Him was lifestyles of constant corporate prayer.  This reality kept them together, reliant on God and unified in purpose because they were receiving instruction and direction together in the place of prayer and the stamp of the Holy Spirit was on their efforts and decisions.

“So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him (Ac. 12:5).”

“When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also called Mark, where many people had gathered and were praying (Ac. 12:12).”

C. An Angel Appears:

Back at Peter’s cell the Lord was responding to the prayers of the saints by sending an angel to break him out of jail.  The scene that follows includes a number of miracles that all work together to get Peter not only out of his cell but out of the building and on his way undetected.

“Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell…and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists. Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and sandals…Wrap your cloak around you and follow me (Ac. 12:7-8).”

D. The Gate Opens:

This passage describes the force push combined with automatic lock unlock all without any human, or angelic participation.  It says that while the angel was leading him out this large iron gate open by itself.

“They passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When they had walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left him (Ac. 12:10).”
E. Peter Returns to the Community:

Up until he was on the street outside of the compound Peter had not really been fully aware of what was happening; as many crazy experiences as he had been having he probably though this was a vision or something.  After he snapped out of it outside the jail he got his wits about him and he walked to where he knows the saints are constantly gathered together in prayer.

“When this had dawned on him, he went to the house…where many people had gathered and were praying. Peter knocked at the outer entrance, and a servant named Rhoda came to answer the door (Ac. 12:12-13).”

VI.
Time of Corporate Q/A:

During this time of ministry I want for us to spend time in corporate questions and answer.  I have a few questions that I want you to consider and think through. 
A. Who were the new characters introduced in this section?
B. What unusual activity of the Holy Spirit did we see in these chapters?

C. What new Church initiatives were begun or introduced in these chapters?

D. What seemed to be the Lord’s response to the persecution? 

E. In powerful ways was the Holy Spirit speaking to the believers?
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